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In 1960 there were 58 in fellowship at Oak Hall. By 1968 this was 77. The Youth Group was thriving with over 140 members.
It was therefore decided to rebuild the aging Victorian building. In a quite remarkable way, this was accomplished by the
Church members themselves working on Saturdays. First of all the rear hall was demolished and rebuilt, and then the front
hall. On 25 July 1970 the new building was opened and dedicated. Just as Mr Pickard had written hymns especially for the
opening ofthe original building, so Margaret Phillips had written a hymn specially for this occasionThis is reproduced below:
Thy love hath brought us to this day
Oh, Father, hear our prayer
That Thou wilt take our new built home
And make Thy dwelling there.
Unless Thy Voice alone is heard.
Unless Thy way made plain,
The years of toil have fruitless been,
The labour all in vain

A Building that served well for 70 years

Give us a love for all mankind
Whatever tongue or race,
Mayall who seek Thee truly find
Thy glory in this place.
Take this Thy house, make it Thine own,
Guide Thou our future days
A nd great will be our blessing Lord
And Thine shall be the praise.

Using the Best Materials
At the opening ceremony for the new
Church building, Mr G CD Howley
gave the main message. He spoke of his
many years of association with Oak Hall
and said that in a spiritual sense Oak
Hall had never lacked ideas and that
the work had gone on during the war
years. He said that Oak Hall had not
departed from the foundation ofJe us
Christ and the Gospel had alway been
preached. The work of the people in
constructing the new building \,'as pan:
oftheir service for Jesus Christ. I
Corinthians 3: 10 showed that the
building mentioned there is the
spiritual structure of the local church,
without which the buildin i an empty
shell. If the preacher at Oak Hall take
for their material the preciou tones
£1"om the \'\ford of God, \rhich are only
obtained by digging deep with much
study, and if they do not use wood, hay
or stubble, then the Church will know
the manifest presence of God (I
Corinthians 5: 10-12). The closing hymn
was "Revive Thy Work 0 Lord". The
total cost of rebuilding both parts of the
church was about £12,000.
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A sale of work to help meet the cost of the new building

Oak Hall was renamed Oakhall Church
so that there was no doubt about its
purpose.
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The Oak Hall Youth Group
Centre Project Launched
in 1968
The Youth Group was continuing to
grow, and it became clear that
additional accommodation \\"as
needed. After much prayer, the Centre
Project began in1968 with the aim of
obtaining a building through prayer
and hard work. Money was earned by
baking cakes, working in a nursing

home, doing removals, providing an
ironing service, dress making, paintspraying, typing, duplicating,
photography, selling goods and doing
odd jobs. By the end of 1968 the total
in the fund was £304. In 1970 the
group tried to buy a vacant piece of
land behind Oakhall Church. The
asking price was £3,400, but it took
until 1972 to get this amount, and by
that time the land had been sold.

The First Oak Hall
Expedition in 1961
In 1961 the young people collected old
new paper around the streets of
Caterham. These were sold as waste
and the money u ed to buy an Old
London ambulance. Later that summer
there was the first ever Oak Hall
Expedition to the Continent.
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1969 - Working hard for the Centre Project.
~.~,'

An early Oak Hall Expedition to the Mountains - maximum speed 35 mph.
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Ninety Five percent of
Caterham Residents
Support Oak Hall Youth
Group
In December 1973, with the Youth
Group Centre project total at £5,000
an attempt was made to buy an old
convent called "The Beeches" on
Church Hill. Oak Hall Youth Group
members visited every home in
Caterham and 95.2% of residents
supported their having 'The Beeche ..
as a youth centre. The local planning
committee gave permission, but the
Traffic Department turned this
around.
Mrs Florence Watt, a 96 year
old
,
prayer partner sent this quotation:
"The hand that shuts one door and
opens another is His, and as we follow
Him we find ourselves brought into
circumstances so clearly bearing the
stamp of the divine ordering that we
can never doubt our Guide."

The Oaks - November 1976

Eight Years of Prayer and
Hard Work - The Oaks in
1976
That proved to be true, in November
1976 after eight years of prayer and
hard work, the Oaks in Tupwood Lane
was bought by the Youth Group. Once
again God had been utterly faithfi.il.
Held by a group of Trustees on behalf
of the Youth Group, the Oaks is a
building which is open day and night
for young people to enjoy Christian
friendship, play games such as table
tennis and billiards, share the Chri tian
library, drink coffee together. benefit
fi'om the Bible teachin a and ha\'e a
place they can call their m\"n, B\' 1975.
the number in feUo\,' hip at Oakhall
Church had ri en to 122. In that ,\'ear.
800 travelled with Oak Hall' ummel'
expeditions. Even the King's
representative in Morocco had hosted
Oak Hall, accepting a copy ofthe Bible
for himself:

Oak Hall at Otford in October 1986
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Oak Hall reach thousands every year through the expeditions

The Oak Hall Expeditions
move on and Reach 8,000
a Year
By 1983 it had become clear that the
Oaks had been outgrown, there were
25 living there serving with the local
youth work and the overseas
expeditions. For three and a half years
the Team prayed and eventually were
led to a large conference centre in
Otford. In 1986 the expeditions work
moved there, having the facilities of 43
acres of grounds, and guest rooms with
120 beds, plus dining hall and
conference lounge. Once again, God
had faithfully answered prayer. Oak
Hall Expeditions continue to explore
the planet. Now, eight thousand a year
travel and enjoy a stimulating time of
Christian fellowship and helpful,
refi'eshing Bible study talks. At Otford,
thousands more benefit fi'om the
weekly conferences.
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The Acorn Coffee Shop in
the High Street
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In 1984 Oakhall Church renovated an
old shop in Caterham High Street. This
was opened as the Acorn Coffee Shop
and served the best snacks in town. It
was an ideal meeting place and soon
became very popular, showing how
ideal such a project would be as part of
a new church complex in the future.

1984 - The Acom Coffee Shop in Caterham High Street

Careful Consecutive Bible Teaching
Each week Bible study groups meet in many homes to learn, discuss and pray'
together. Paul Marsh produces in-depth Bible notes which are a major contribution
to the Christian lives of many in the Church. The speaker at one of the Sunday
services takes the same Bible passage. In this way consecutive teaching is ensured.

1985 A packed Thursday Friendly Hour

1985 - One of many

home Bible study groups
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An Exciting Future

Going into all the World

Oakhall Church continues as an
independent evangelical church. Its
ervices are simple, yet profoundly
rooted in the Bible. The times together
are reverent, yet joyful, open to all and
yet a church of close-knit friendships.
There are no full time
Clergy, all are involved
and yet the teaching is
deep and meaningful.
It is organised by a
local group of elders,
yet thoroughly
committed to God's
work worldwide. The
Gospel is taken door
to door in Caterham
through regular
.. .
vIsitation.
A team of pastoral
visitors are quick
to respond to
each and every
need. An
emergency
hotline ensures
that immediate
help is given
wherever
necessary,
both practical
and
spiritual.

Across the past 100 years, Oak Hall has
supported the worldwide missionary
outreach. Oak Hall missionaries have
served in Thailand, Cambodia, Hong
Kong, France, Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast,
Bolivia, Burundi Peru, Haiti, Pakistan
and Malaysia. Aid has been taken to
Poland, Latvia, Ukraine and
Yugoslavia.
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Events for Everybody
There continues to be a rich variety of
different meetings.
Friendly Hour, Jucos, Youth Group,
Boy Covenanters, Girl Covenanters,
Adventurer, Bible Study Groups in
home', Open House, Family Services,
Evening Services.

Once a week there is a Breaking of
Bread service during which the death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ is remembered. This is an open
service during which anyone is free to
contribute with a choice of song, an
open prayer, a Bible reading, a word
of encouragement or some Bible
teaching.

ew Life in Jesus Christ
TodaY,
, Oakhall Church continues to
con i t of people rather than buildings.
The "'a~' to ne"'life in Jesus Christ
remain a\'ailable to those who become
the di ciples ofJesu Christ. The step of
turning from \\Tong-doing and asking
for God's forgi\'ene s brings a person
into God's fanuly. This simple, but
profound message, continues to be
shared through Oakhall Church. This
thriving group provides
helpful
teaching fi'om
God's word
and ensures a
steady growth
in discipleship.
The home Bible
study groups are
refreshing and
helpful, times of
prayer are
stimulating and
effective. The
music is joyful and
heartfelt. There is
pastoral care and
Christian friendship
for all age groups. We
fix our eyes on Jesus
Christ, the author and
finisher of our faith.

Steps of Faith
in Obedience to
God
-

Three thousand years
ago God called
Abraham to obey Him and set out by
faith to a far country. Two thousand
years ago Jesus Christ, God's Son
walked this planet, lived a perfect life
and died on the cross, taking on
Himself the full penalty for our wrong
doing.
One hundred years ago, in response to
His command to go into all the world
and share the gospel, a mission hall was
opened in Francis Road, Caterham.
Men of faith obeyed God and shared
with their generation the amazing good
news of God's love for His rebellious
people. That message has brought
numerous Caterham lives into the
Kingdom of God.
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John 3:16-18
Jesus said:
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because he has not
believed in the name of God's one and only Son."

John 10:10
.I eSLls said:
'The thief comes only lO steal and kill
and destroy. 1 am come that they may
have life and have it to the full."

